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	Keeping up to date with writing, publishing, and lecturing activities -
May, 2011 - Volume 1 - Issue 4 






				In this Issue



	A Writing Tip
Dam Foolishness
Lecture at Ormond
Beach



	



	What's Happening?



	Lecture @ Ocala, FL
June 16, 2011
Genealogy Society
Topic: How and why I wrote Kisses from a Distance 



	What They're Saying!



	I received a note from a gentleman in England who said this about Kisses ... 
"You are a wonderful story teller, KFAD was one of the rare books I read from cover to cover. When is the film?"
Nadim S.



	



	Ordering Books



	[image: http://img2.ymlp98.net/ztuv_KFADcover_2.jpg]



	



	Pay Via PayPal



	Don't be put off from ordering books via PayPal. When you go to place an order, you are taken to the PayPal site.
Not at all complicated. Simply go down to the box that says, "Don't have a PayPal Account?" and click it to pay with a credit card. It's a lot simpler than it looks. 
You may also order either or both books by mail: Simply send a check for $20 for Kisses or $23.50 for Dam Foolishnessto the following address:
Raff's Books
9813 Lake Georgia Drive
Orlando, FL 32817
Phone Orders accepted at: 407-671-1252
____
Follow my Blog @
Raff's Blog



	






			A Writing Tip --



	Awhile ago, I met a young arborist with whom I contracted to do some tree work on my property. During the course of the engagement, he related the odd story of how he met his wife. One day while searching his own name on the Internet, he came across a girl who had the exact same name. This happenstance led to a meeting, courtship, and finally marriage.
This, I had to admit, was a rare circumstance indeed. After they married, the word somehow got out, and the couple was invited to audition for appearances on a few television shows, including Good Morning America and the Oprah Winfrey show. I probed the young man for more details.
After a short while, I discovered that the whole story was simply that they both had the same first and last names. "What's the punch line?" I asked. He stammered and said, "What do you mean?"
The botom line is there was no drama to the story and the couple didn't make the cut to appear on Oprah. The moral here is simply this: No matter how startling the circumstance, there has to be some drama introduced to create reader interest. An earthquake by itself will not sustain a story, so it's incumbent on authors to continually ask: "What's the punch line?"



	What follows is shameless
self-promotion



	Well,Dam Foolishness, in a limited hardcover edition, was released on April 28 and has started shipping to those who pre-ordered. So, if you liked Kisses from a Distance, order this new work now.
Here's what one of the first readers has said: As someone who has already readDam Foolishness and plans to read it again, I can VERY HIGHLY recommend Raff's new book! It's one of those rare books where you can keep returning to it and find it as interesting and fresh as the first time you read it. Charles S.
[image: http://img2.ymlp98.net/ztuv_DamFoolishnesscover_3.png]
My web site is still accepting orders for this latest work at a cost of $20, plus $3.50 shipping. Just click on Raff's Web Site. [The cover price is $27.95, so you can save just under $9.50 over purchasing from Amazon, including shipping].



	Lecture @ Halifax Genealogical --



	Last month I traveled to Ormond Beach, Florida for a return engagement at the Halifaxc Genealogical Society. My subject was immigration--the Lebanese kind, about which most American audiences know very little.
This talk usually surprises my audience because so many come with the preconceived notion that this topic won't be interesting to them. Many make it a point to say how interesting and informative the talk was. 
Continuing my lecture tour, I'll be at the Genealogy Society in Ocala, Florida on Thursday, June 16 at 2:00 pm. This will be my first appearance there, where I will be giving a lecture on how and why I came to write Kisses from a Distance.
If any of you are in the area, guests are welcome. The meetings are held at the Ocala Public Library, room C, located at 2720 E. Silver Springs Blvd. (Hwy 40 East).



	Please play it forward!
Kisses from a Distance has been called both entertaining and educational. We're hoping to get a similar response with Dam Foolishness. Plesase pass this newsletter on to your friends.
The best marketing in the world is word of mouth endorsement, and any help is greatly appreciated.



	



	















Unsubscribe / Change Profile 
Powered by YMLP


	
			[image: http://img2.ymlp85.net/ztuv_Raffsnewsletterlogo2_1.jpg]



	Keeping up to date with writing, publishing, and lecturing activities -
April, 2011 - Volume 1 - Issue 3 






				In this Issue



	Publishing Industry
Dam Foolishness
Lecture at DeBary



	



	What's Happening?



	Lecture @ Ormond Beach, FL
April 14, 2011
Halifax Genealogy Society
Topic: Lebanese Immigration--The First Wave - 1884-1914
Article about book marketing appeared on Mystery Writers' Blog
on April 1, 2011



	What They're Saying!



	I received a note from a lady who had just finished reading Kisses ...
I know it probably has been said many times before, but your book Kisses was a total surprise. I have just finished it and now wish to purchase another as a gift. 
Thank you for finishing the manuscript. You explained how long it took you and I am so glad you never gave it up. What enjoyment would have been missed by so many folks, along with a good education about your mother country and the struggles that were survived on this
side of the pond.
Dottie S.
Sun City, Fla.



	



	Ordering Books
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	Pay Via PayPal



	Don't be put off from ordering books via PayPal. When you go to place an order, you are taken to the PayPal site.
Not at all complicated. Simply go down to the box that says, "Don't have a PayPal Account?" and click it to pay with a credit card. It's a lot simpler than it looks. 
You may also order autographed books by mail: Simply send a check for $20 to the following address:
Raff's Books
9813 Lake Georgia Drive
Orlando, FL 32817
Phone Orders accepted at: 407-671-1252
____
Follow my Blog @
Raff's Blog



	






			Changes in Publishing Industry --



	The book industry is in turmoil. Is the paper-bound book an endangered species? Are people, especially the younger generation, reading fewer books? Will eBooks take over the marketplace? Has Amazon driven the brick and mortar bookstore to the point of extinction? These are but a few of the questions that concern authors these days.
In the last 20 years, independently owned bookstores have been reduced in number by one-third, due to the emergence of the book superstore. The big boys came to town armed with lower prices, and enough clout to demand bigger discounts from publishers—obtained by threats that they might not otherwise see their books on the shelves. That, of course, has proven not to be enough for the superstores to survive in a rapidly changing market.
The big news last month was the closing of over 200 Borders big box bookstores. This company just didn't seem to be in tune with the marketplace, at least in my experience. I tried for two years to get an appearance scheduled at one of its stores in my area, without success. I jumped through all the hoops they presented—filled out the application, sent them a book, wrote to the district manager, talked to the store manager—all to no avail. It didn't matter that I was a "local" author, they just weren't interested. So long Borders, it wasn't good to know ya.
Because of the lack of marketing support from mainstream publishers, a few well-known authors, with large numbers of dedicated followers, have decided to self-publish and in essence eliminate the middle man. The profit incentive is certainly there, but how many authors fall into that category? Not many.
There is light at the end of the tunnel, however. To pick up the slack created by book superstore closings, a number of retail outlets are taking the opportunity broaden their book offerings. Specialty stores such as Michael's are offering more craft-oriented books. Sam's Club is broadening its book inventory and even inviting local authors in for signings. This is a great development for authors, and hopefully this trend will spread.



	Dam Foolishness
Scheduled for April 15 Release --



	It looks as if Dam Foolishness will finally be released on April 15.
[image: http://img2.ymlp85.net/ztuv_DamFoolishnesscover_3.png]
My web site has been accepting orders for this latest work and thanks to all who have pre-ordered. If you'd like to place an advance order, click on Raff's Web Site. The introductory price is $20, plus $3.50 shipping. The cover price is $27.95, so you can save just under $9.50 (when purchasing from Amazon).



	Lecture @ Roots & Branches --



	Last month I traveled to DeLand, Florida to speak at the Roots & Branches Genealogical Society. I talked about immigration--the Lebanese kind, about which most American audiences know little.
The talk, which always surprises my audiences because so many come with the preconceived notion that this topic isn't something that would interest them. I love the the many questions they ask, and the compliments I get afterwards.
Continuing my lecture tour, I'll be at the Halifax Genealogy Society in Ormond Beach, Florida on Thursday, April 14. This will be my second appearance there, where I will be giving the Lebanese immigration lecture.
If any of you are in the area, guests are welcome. The meetings are held at the Ormond Beach Regional Library auditorium at 30 S. Beach Street at 1:30 pm. (Click on the address for a map)



	Please play it forward!
Kisses from a Distance has been called both entertaining and educational. We're hoping to get a similar response with Dam Foolishness. Plesase pass this newsletter on to your friends.
The best marketing in the world is word of mouth endorsement, and any help is greatly appreciated.
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